
 
 

 
 

Memorandum 

To: Local Governmental Entities in Mississippi 

From: Craig P. Orgeron, Ph. D.   

Date: December 28, 2017 (revised January 13, 2020) 

Re: Instructions for Use for Electronic Bidding Services (RFP No. 4029)  

 

 

Introduction to RFP No. 4029 

ITS, on behalf of the Mississippi Department of Finance and Administration (DFA), issued RFP No. 
4029 for the acquisition of Reverse Auction and Electronic Bidding Services in September 2017, with 
an award for Electronic Bidding Services published on December 18, 2017.  Four of the awarded 
vendors have signed Master Agreements (i.e., contracted vendors) to be able to offer electronic bidding 
services through this award: 

 Central Auction House dba Central Bidding 
 EASiBuy, LLC 
 eSolutionsGroup Limited 
 Quest Construction Data Network, LLC 

This multi-award, and the resulting contracts, meets or exceeds the requirements for procuring services 
by local governmental entities in Mississippi, when used as directed in this Instructions for Use 
Memorandum. 

RFP No. 4029 was issued to provide local governmental entities in Mississippi with an option for 
implementation of the requirements in House Bills 1106 and 1109 from the 2017 Regular Session of 
the Mississippi Legislature.   

 

Background for Electronic Bidding Services 

House Bill 1106 revised Mississippi Code Section 31-7-13(c)(v) and requires local governmental 
entities to provide a “secure electronic interactive system for the submittal of bids requiring competitive 
bidding that shall be an additional bidding option for those bidders who choose to submit their bids 
electronically.”  The only exceptions to this requirement are for local governmental entities who are 
currently without available high-speed internet access and counties having a population of less than 
twenty thousand and municipalities having a population of less than ten thousand. 

The requirement for the receipt of electronic bids was effective January 1, 2018, and is applicable to 
procurements governed by Mississippi Code Section 31-7-13. 
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“Local Governmental Entities” as used herein means governing authorities as defined by Mississippi 
Code Section 31-7-1(b). 

Senate Bill 2674 from the 2018 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature was signed into law by 
the Governor on March 5, 2018, and allows bidders to be charged a fee not in excess of $50.00 for 
submitting an electronic bid.  Amendments to the Master Agreements with the awarded vendors from 
RFP No. 4029 have been signed to ensure compliance with the new law. 

 

Scope 

The use of this award for Electronic Bidding Services is optional for local governmental entities in 
Mississippi.  Local governmental entities using this award are not required to exclusively select a single 
contracted vendor (i.e., may use any or all contracted vendors for any period of time).  Local 
governmental entities using this award will not be required to select a contracted vendor for any 
minimum period of time (i.e., may use any or all contracted vendors for any period of time). 

The services provided through this award are limited to the provision of electronic bidding services.  
Contracted vendors cannot offer services for roles or work traditionally performed by public servants 
through this award, including but not limited to solicitation preparation, requirements/specifications 
development, specifications research/development, prequalification of bidding vendors/suppliers, and 
follow-on services (i.e., services performed after the electronic bid is awarded). 

Contracted vendors must offer electronic bidding services for procurements valued at $50,000.01 and 
above. 

 

Master Contract Effective Dates 

Master Software as a Service Agreements are in place with four awarded vendors.  The initial 2-year 
term of the Agreements expired on December 21, 2019.  Amendments have been executed, extending 
the expiration date to December 21, 2020.  Contracted vendors are not allowed to require signature of 
any other contract documents with local governmental entities choosing to use this award. 

The State reserved the right for local governmental entities to require contracted vendors to sign 
addendums to the Master Agreement, when additional terms and conditions are required by federal 
partners or for other funding agents.  Any additional terms and conditions required by the local 
governmental entity should be executed prior to beginning use of the service. 

Copies of the signed Agreements are available through the MAGIC/Transparency website (URL:  
https://www.msegov.com/dfa/transparency/contracts/contracts.aspx), or by contacting the ITS 
Procurement Helpdesk, at (601) 432-8166 or isshelp@its.ms.gov. 

 

Who May Use 

The use of this award for Electronic Bidding Services is optional for local governmental entities in 
Mississippi.   

Mississippi state agencies cannot use this award.  State agencies must use the State’s Enterprise 
Resource Planning System, MAGIC, administered through DFA, for electronic bidding. 
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Dollar Limitations of Use 

Fees to use the electronic bidding services are paid by the bidding vendors/suppliers choosing to use 
the service to submit their bids.  There are no fees charged to the local governmental entities using the 
services. 

 

How to Use this Award 

The contracted vendor pool for Electronic Bidding Services intentionally offers multiple options in order 
to best accommodate the unknowns regarding volume of use across all local governmental entities in 
Mississippi and the differences among contracted vendors in how the electronic bidding services are 
delivered.  DFA encourages your feedback when using this award. 

Local governmental entities are encouraged to critically review the fee schedule below when making 
the decision to engage one of the contracted vendors.  DFA encourages local governmental entities to 
contact several of the vendors to discuss their services and the basis of their fee before selecting one 
for use. 

 

Vendor Contact and Fee Information 

Contact and fee information for each of the contracted vendors is included below. 

Contracted Vendor Contact Name Contact Information 

Central Auction House dba Central 
Bidding 

Ted Fleming (225) 810-4814 

ted@centralbidding.com  

EASiBuy, LLC Scott Patterson (330) 931-4686 

scott@eauctionservices.com   

eSolutionsGroup Limited Alison Carden (519) 884-3352 

acarden@esolutionsgroup.ca  

Quest Construction Data Network, 
LLC 

Mary Laxen (952) 233-1632 

(952) 657-7462 

MLaxen@QuestCDN.com  

 

Contracted Vendor Fees to Bidding Vendors/Suppliers 

Description Fee 

Central Auction House dba Central 
Bidding 

Fee per download of bid documents (vs 
supplier/vendor downloading directly from 
local governmental entity) 

$49.99 

Six-month subscription to download an 
unlimited number of bid documents 

$499.99 
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Contracted Vendor Fees to Bidding Vendors/Suppliers 

Description Fee 

(optional; offered as an additional pricing 
package for vendors) 

Annual subscription to download an 
unlimited number of bid documents 
(optional; offered as an additional pricing 
package for vendors) 

$699.99 

EASiBuy, LLC Transaction fee for supplier when supplier 
submitted bid electronically (vs supplier 
having submitted via paper directly to local 
governmental entity) 

$50.00 

eSolutionsGroup Limited Fee per bid submitted electronically (vs 
vendor/supplier having submitted via 
paper directly to local governmental entity) 

$45.00 

Annual subscription to submit an unlimited 
number of bids electronically (optional; 
offered as an additional pricing package 
for vendors) 

$165.00 

Quest Construction Data Network, 
LLC 

Cost per electronic bid successfully 
submitted prior to time of bid closing 

$25.00 

 

What Goes in Your Purchase/Audit File for Use of Electronic Bidding Services 

A copy of this Memorandum, along with notes made in the selection of a contracted vendor.  Refer to 
the How to Use This Award section above. 

 

How to Use Electronic Bidding Services 

How-To-Get-Started Guides for each of the contracted vendors are included in this Memorandum. 

Local governmental entities using this award should download the results of each bid as soon as it is 
completed, such that the download is maintained as documentation of the procurement activities in 
accordance with the Mississippi Procurement Manual (published at this URL:   
https://www.dfa.ms.gov/dfa-offices/purchasing-travel-and-fleet-management/bureau-of-purchasing-
and-contracting/procurement-manual/) and any additional policies specific to the local entity. 

Local governmental entities are reminded that bidding vendors/suppliers may not be required to submit 
bids electronically, pursuant to Mississippi Code Section 31-7-13(c)(v).  We have made each 
contracted vendor aware of this condition.  Should the winning low bid be a paper submission, no fee 
may be assessed against that bidding vendor/supplier.  If both paper and electronic bids are received, 
a separate bid tabulation should be made in addition to the report generated by the Electronic Bidding 
Services provider to reflect all bids.   
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At no additional charge, each contracted vendor offers training to both local governmental entities and 
bidding vendors/suppliers.  Additionally, each contracted vendor has the capability to “onboard” your 
current bidding vendors/suppliers who may wish to utilize these services when bidding.  Please refer 
to the contracted vendors’ How-To-Get-Started Guides for additional information. 

 

To Report Problems or Request Assistance 

To report problems or to request assistance in the use of this award, please contact: 

 Ross Campbell,  Director of DFA OPTFM, at (601) 359-2004 or Ross.Campbell@dfa.ms.gov  

 

Copies of this document are available on the Internet at:  http://www.dfa.ms.gov/dfa-offices/purchasing-
travel-and-fleet-management/reverse-auction-and-electronic-bidding-services/.  
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How-to-Get-Started Guide:  Central Auction House dba Central Bidding 
 

 
Note regarding heading above:  The RFP reference should be 4029 (rather than 4209). 
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How-to-Get-Started Guide:  EASiBuy, LLC 
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How-to-Get-Started Guide:  eSolutionsGroup Limited 

 

 
 
Note regarding item 3 above:  The State has already signed a Master Software As A Service 
Agreement; therefore, each local governmental entity using the electronic bidding services of 
eSolutionsGroup does not need to sign an additional agreement. 
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How-to-Get-Started Guide:  Quest Construction Data Network, LLC 

 
 

 
 


